Literary Terms and Techniques for Language A-1
You will be expected to learn the following terminology. The study of literary terminology is a three step process.

1. Learn the definition of the device.

2. Identify the device when it appears in literature.

3. Be able to discuss the effect or purpose of the device.
alliteration- the repetition of initial consonant sounds (e.g., silence surged softly)

allusion - a reference to a well-known person, place, event, literary work, or work of art
antagonist – the second most important character in a play, story, or film (In Greek drama, the antagonist is a contender with the protagonist in the agon or contest; therefore, the antagonist is pitted against the protagonist in a competitive way, but is not necessarily evil.)  
antihero - protagonist of a modern play or novel who has the converse of most of the traditional attributes of the hero, usually graceless, inept, sometimes stupid, and sometimes dishonest
antithesis - involves a direct contrast (usually structurally parallel word groupings) generally for the purpose of contrast (e.g., sink or swim)
apostrophe - A figure of speech in which a speaker directly addresses an absent person or a personified quality.

archetype - The term is applied to an image, a descriptive detail, a plot pattern, or a character type that occurs frequently in literature, myth, religion, or folklore and is, therefore, believed to evoke profound emotion because it touches the unconscious memory and thus calls into play illogical but strong responses.

assonance - the repetition of vowel sounds followed by different consonants in two or more stressed syllables (e.g., weak and weary)
caesura- a pause separating phrases within lines of poetry--an important part of poetic rhythm-- the term caesura comes from the Latin "a cutting" or "a slicing" (Some editors will indicate a caesura by inserting a slash (/) in the middle of a poetic line. Others insert extra space in this location. Others do not indicate the caesura typographically at all.)
cacophony/ cacophonous diction- a harsh, unpleasant combination of sounds or tones
character- imaginary persons created by an author of fiction so that they exist for the reader as lifelike.
characterization - the act of creating and developing a character (There are three fundamental methods of characterization in fiction:  1. the explicit presentation by the author of the character through direct exposition, either in an introductory block or more often piecemeal throughout the work, illustrated by action; 2. the presentation of the character in action, with little or no explicit comment by the author, in the expectation that the reader will be able to deduce the attributes of the character from the actions; and 3. the representation from within a character, without comment on the character by the author, of the impact of actions and emotions on the character’s inner self, with the expectation that the reader will come to a clear understanding of the attributes of the character.)
climax- the point of highest interest, whereat the reader makes the greatest emotional response --it designates the turning point in the action
colloquialism- An expression used in informal conversation but not accepted universally in formal speech or writing. A colloquialism lies between the upper level of dignified, formal, academic, or “literary” language and the lower level of slang.
conflict- the struggle that grows out of the interplay of the two opposing forces of a plot in fiction-- conflict provides interest, suspense, and tension
connotation - the set of associations (usually emotional) that occur to people when they hear or read a word
consonance - the repetition in two or more words of final consonants in stressed syllables. (e.g., hid head)

controlling image - an image or metaphor which runs throughout the work
couplet- two lines of verse with similar end rhymes
denotation - the dictionary meaning of a word
details - the facts given by the author or speaker as support for the attitude or tone
dialect - the form of a language spoken by people in a particular region or group (Pronunciation, vocabulary, and sentence structure are affected by dialect.)
dialogue – a conversation between characters
diction - word choice- To discuss a writer’s diction is to consider the vocabulary used, the appropriateness of the words, and the vividness of the language.

dissonance- harsh and inharmonious sounds
dramatic irony - the words or actions of a character in a play that carry a meaning unperceived by the character but understood by the audience 

dynamic character- a character who changes and develops due to actions in the plot
end rhyme-  rhyme that occurs at the end of each line in a poem
enjambment- the continuation of the sense and grammatical construction of a verse or couplet on to the next verse or couplet--occurs in run-on lines and offers contrast to end-stopped lines
epiphany - a sudden understanding or realization which prior to this was not thought of or understood
euphony/ euphonious diction- pleasing combination of sounds
extended metaphor - an extended metaphor differs from a regular metaphor in that several comparisons are made.

first-person narrator - a character in a story who is telling the story-readers see only what this character sees, hears, etc.

figurative language - writing or speech not meant to be interpreted literally (simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, antithesis, apostrophe, climax, irony, metonymy, repetition, synecdoche)

flashback - a section of a literary work that interrupts the sequence of events to relate an event from an earlier time
flat character- a character constructed around a single idea or quality that will never surprise the reader and is immediately recognizable
foil- In literature, a character who is presented as a contrast to a second character so as to point to or show to advantage some aspect of the second character. An obvious example is the character of Dr. Watson in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories. Watson is a perfect foil for Holmes because his relative obtuseness makes Holmes's deductions seem keener.
foot- basic unit of rhythm in poetry
foreshadowing - the use in a literary work of clues that suggest events that have yet to occur
free verse- unmetered verse-- rhythm comes from irregular rhythmic cadence of the recurring words, phrases and syntactical patterns
genre- a division of type of literature such as novel, poetry, short story, etc.
hero – the central character in a work--  used as a technical term in describing a work of fiction, hero/heroine refers to a relationship of character to action
hyperbole - a deliberate exaggeration or overstatement (e.g., the ‘shot heard round the world’)

imagery - The descriptive or figurative language used in literature to create word pictures for the reader.  Imagery appeals to one or more of the five senses—sight, hearing, touch, taste, or smell.

internal rhyme- rhyme that occurs within a line of verse 
inversion - a change in the normal word order
irony - the general name given to literary techniques that involve differences between appearance and reality, expectation and result, or meaning and intention
jargon- 1. confused speech, 2. special language of a group or profession
juxtaposition- a poetic and rhetorical device in which normally unassociated ideas, words, or phrases are placed next to one another
language/register - the entire body of words used in a text-- language is abstract in that it describes the force or quality of the diction, images, and details the author uses; it qualifies how the work is written
literal language - Uses words in their ordinary senses/ the opposite of figurative language
meiosis- understatement, the opposite of hyperbole (e.g., I could live on 2 million a year.)

metaphor - a figure of speech in which one thing is spoken of as though it were something else (e.g., Life is a broken-winged bird.)

meter- the recurrence in poetry of a rhythmic pattern established by the regular occurrence of similar units of sound pattern
metonymy - a figure of speech in which the name of one object is substituted for that of another closely associated with it (e.g.,  the monarchy is referred to as the crown; a person referring to his car as “my wheels”)

mood- the feeling created in the reader by a literary work or passage
motif (leit-motif) - A motif is a recurring feature in a work.  For example, the use of an image such as light/dark, patterns of day and night, summer and winter, white and black when used consistently throughout a work become a motif. 

motivation - a reason that explains or partially explains a character’s thoughts, feelings, actions, or behavior
narrator - a speaker or character who tells a story-- the narrator may be either a character in the story or an outside observer
naïve narrator – This is an innocent character telling the story who is the perceived author of the narrative. It can be a device for irony or a device for pathos. Frequently a child narrates with innocence the events leading up to tragic or horrible implications.

omniscient narrator- an all-knowing third-person narrator--this type of narrator can reveal to readers what the characters think and feel
onomatopoeia - the use of words that imitate sounds (e.g., buzz, hiss, swish)

oxymoron - a figure of speech that combines two opposing or contradictory ideas (e.g., freezing fire)

paradox - a statement that seems contradictory or absurd but that expresses the truth (e.g., The more you know, the more you don’t know.)
parallelism - the repetition of a grammatical structure
personification - a type of figurative language in which a nonhuman subject is given human characteristics (e.g. The trees are dancing in the wind.)

plot- according to Aristotle’s Poetics, is the “arrangements of incidents” in a fictional work.  The action should have a beginning,  middle, and an end. 
point of view - the perspective from which a story is told
protagonist – the chief or leading character in a play, story, or film
quatrain- a stanza of four lines
repetition - the use, more than once, of any element of language---a sound, a word, a phrase, a clause, or a sentence
rhetorical shift - a change from one tone, attitude, etc. to another. Look for key words like but, however, even though, although, yet, etc. also stanza or paragraph divisions, punctuation, changes in diction
rhyme scheme- the pattern in which the rhyme sounds occur in a stanza or poem usually represented  by the assignment of the same letter of the alphabet to each similar sound
rhythm- the recurrence of stressed and unstressed syllables which develops a rhythmic pattern
sarcasm - a type of irony in which a person appears to be praising something but is actually insulting it. 
satire- a style of writing that uses humor – sometimes gentle and sometimes biting – to criticize people, ideas, or institutions in hopes of improving them 
setting - the time and place of the action of a literary work
simile - a figure of speech in which like or as is used to make a comparison between two basically unlike subjects (e.g., She is as flighty as a sparrow.)

situational irony - In this type of irony, an event occurs that directly contrasts the expectations of the characters, the reader, or the audience. (e.g., deep sea diver drowning in the bathtub)

sonnet- fourteen line poem with a particular rhyme scheme
stanza- a recurring grouping of two or more lines in a poem
static character- a character who changes little if at all in the progress of the action
stereotype- commonly held and oversimplified mental pictures or judgments of a person, a race, an issue, etc. 
style - a writer’s distinctive mode of expression

subplot - a second, less important plot within a story
surprise ending- a conclusion that violates the expectations of the reader but in a way that is both logical and believable
suspense- a feeling of curiosity or uncertainty about the outcome of events in a literary work
symbol - anything that stands for or represents something else, an object that serves as a symbol has its own meaning, but it also represents abstract ideas
synecdoche - a form of metaphor in which a part of something is used to stand for the whole thing
syntax - the physical arrangement of words in a sentence
theme –a central message or insight into life revealed through the literary work-- it is not a condensed summary, but rather a generalization about human beings or about life that the literary work communicates
tone - the writer’s attitude toward his or her audience and subject--tone can often be described by a single adjective
tragedy- A great work of art which ennobles and uplifts the audience and creates catharsis (purging of emotions) in the audience.  Obligatory to tragedy is the tragic hero, a noble figure (higher ranking than the average person) who undergoes a reversal of fortune.  He will endure great suffering and recognize the consequences of his actions. Tragedy has been described as a “terrible beauty” in that the hero, while he must endure extreme suffering, retains his dignity in the midst of this misery. Traditionally, a tragedy is divided into five acts. The first act introduces the characters in a state of happiness, or at the height of their power, influence, or fame. The second act typically introduces a problem or dilemma, which reaches a point of crisis in the third act, but which can still be successfully averted. In the fourth act, the main characters fail to avert or avoid the impending crisis or catastrophe, and this disaster occurs. The fifth act traditionally reveals the grim consequences of that failure. 

tragic flaw- a defect in the tragic hero that causes his downfall
tragic irony – a form of dramatic irony in which a character in a tragedy uses words that mean one thing to the speaker and another to the audience, especially when the character is about to become a victim of fate,  also a contradiction between what a character thinks and what the reader or audience knows to be true (e.g., Oedipus curses the murderer of Laius, not realizing that he is himself the murderer thus is cursing himself.) 
understatement - saying less than is actually meant, generally in an ironic way
universality-  Refers to qualities of literature that appeal to readers in a wide variety of cultures and across a wide variety of historical periods--i.e. basic emotions, situations, values, and attitudes that readers can relate to regardless of other cultural or historical differences.
unreliable narrator- an imaginary storyteller or character who describes what  he witnesses accurately, but misinterprets those events because of faulty perception, personal bias, or limited understanding--often the writer or poet creating such an unreliable narrator leaves clues so that readers will perceive the unreliability and question the interpretations offered.  An example of an unreliable narrator arguably includes the character of forest Gump in the movie of the same name.

utopia- a type of fiction describing an imaginary ideal world
verbal irony - a type of irony in which words are used to suggest the opposite of what is meant
vernacular- colloquial speech
verse- 1. a unit of poetry similar to stanza or line, 2. a name given to metrical composition 
Poetic Devices and Techniques

Sound Devices:

End rhyme, Internal rhyme, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia, Assonance, Consonance, Repetition

Structural Devices:

Stanza – unit consisting of two or more lines of a poem in terms of length, metrical form, and often rhyme scheme

Common groupings of lines

· Couplet

· Sestet

· Tercet or triplet

· Quatrain

Scansion ****NOTE****Scanning a line in this way helps to understand its structure; however, even the best of verse sometimes only approximates the pattern. 
Rhyme Scheme - pattern of end rhymes—letters indicate which end words rhyme

My love is as a fever, longing still a
For that which longer nurseth the disease, b
Feeding on that which doth preserve the ill, a
Th' uncertain sickly appetite to please. b
My reason, the physician to my love, c
Angry that his prescriptions are not kept, d
Hath left me, and I desperate now approve, c
Desire his death, which physic did except. d
Meter: a recurring pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in lines of a set length (feet).
Rhythm: the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line:
· Iambic:  

1 unstressed syllable and 1 stressed syllable
(   _ /  )

· Trochaic

1 stressed and 1 unstressed


(  / _  )

· Anapestic

2 unstressed and 1 stressed


( _ _  /)

· Dactylic

1 stressed and 2 unstressed


( / _  _ )

· Spondee

all syllables are stressed



( /    /  )



· Free verse

no meter

· Blank verse

unrhymed iambic pentameter
 I


T


A 

  D   

S 

iamb

trochee

anapest
    dactyl

spondee

Poetic foot- a unit of poetic measure is called a foot; it contains one stressed syllable

· Monometer


1 foot

· Dimeter



2 feet

· Trimeter



3 feet

· Tetrameter



4 feet


· Pentameter


5 feet

· Hexameter



6 feet

· Heptameter


7 feet

· Octameter



8 feet
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