Reading Prospero

As the text presents him, Prospero is a complex, erratic, and even contradictory figure.

                                                                                                                          Stephen Orgel


Nobel, benevolent                                                                                                                                                    Moody, manipulative

     Patriarch                                                                                                                                                                        Tyrant


The line above represents a continuum of interpretation for the character of Prospero. You must periodically mark the timeline between patriarch and tyrant according to your readings. You must have at least 5 marks by the end of the play. You must support your thinking as to the placement of your markings with evidence from the text as well as your own thoughts concerning the interpretation of the evidence. Think about characterization (what the character does, what the character says or thinks, and what others say about the character). Label your markings to correspond with your explanation.
1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. (for 10 points extra credit). ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

