The Tempest ACTS II-V
Directions: Choose 3 questions from each act (you will have a total of 12 answers when you finish) and answer the questions in complete sentences, using textual evidence, and in no less than 50 words each. Make sure you make clear what questions you chose to answer! 
ACT II

1. What type of person is Gonzalo? What was his role in the plot against Prospero? Does his behavior seem consistent with how he acts now?
2. What is Gonzalo’s idea of the type of government or life style that could be possible on this island? Why does he say this at this time?

3. Antonio incites Sebastian to kill his brother and take the crown of Naples. Why? What does this tell us about Antonio’s motives? What does Sebastian’s response tell us about him? What could Shakespeare be saying about human nature?

4. Given the serious character of the previous episode, this scene brings a welcome helping of comic action. What does Caliban think when he sees Trinculo? (Compare this with the reactions of both Miranda and Ferdinand when each sees the other first, in I, ii.)

5. How does the conclusion of this scene provide a comic parallel to what happened to Prospero twelve years previously, and even more to the events of the preceding scene? 
6. Is it surprising that Caliban willingly worships Stephano and desires to give him control of the island when he resents Prospero for usurping what he considers his rightful claim to the island? What does this show about Caliban?

ACT III

1. How has Ferdinand’s and Miranda’s love deepened from their first attraction? What is Shakespeare suggesting about the true nature of love?

2. What does Caliban hope to accomplish by his plot against Prospero? Why does Shakespeare include this subplot mirroring the conspiracy of the nobles?

3. How does the apparition of the banquet affect Alonso and his retinue? How is the banquet used as a symbol? Why aren’t the men allowed to eat the food? Is this an effective moment for Ariel to accuse them of their sins?

4. What is different about the dialogue between Caliban, Stephano and Tinculo vs. the dialogue between Prospero, Miranda and Ferdinand? Why are the patterns of speech different?
ACT IV

1. How is Ferdinand different from Caliban in his relationship to Miranda? Why does he pledge to keep her honor safe?

2. Comment on Prospero's conversation with Ferdinand, paying close attention to the younger man's responses. 
3. What is your opinion of the long speech beginning "Our revels now are ended"? (Comment on what it means in its context and more generally, as well as on the theatrical imagery). 
4. How does the arrival of the three drunkards change the mood? Comment on the informality of language here, and the low comedy which precedes the routing of the would-be assassins.
5. What is the overall impact of the Masque? How is it supposed to affect the two young lovers? What is its message about the sanctity of the marriage bond?

6. Why does the masque suddenly disappear when Prospero remembers the plot against him by Caliban and his crew? What is Shakespeare suggesting by contrasting these two events?

7. How are Stephano and Trinculo distracted from their plot? What does this show about their natures? What does Caliban think about their behavior?

ACT V

1. Why does Prospero decide to show mercy to his enemies? Why is Ariel the first to speak of mercy? Do you think Prospero had planned to forgive them from the beginning?

2. Why does Prospero decide to give up magic? What does his choice show about what he thinks happened in the past? How does he plan to live in the future? What has Prospero learned? Has he changed in any fundamental way or had the change already occurred before the beginning of the action?

3. Are Caliban and Prospero reconciled? Explain.
4. Are Alonso, Antonio, and the other conspirators truly sorry for their plot against Prospero? Has their ordeal on the island changed them? Explain.

